





Chelopusrubidus Cope, 1869:148.Type-locality, "Tuchitan
[Juchitan]Tehuantepec,Mexico."Syntypes,U.S. Nat.Mus.
45612(adultfemale),USNM 45613(adultfemale),andUSNM
















Rhinoclemmysrubida: SmithandTaylor, 1966:12.First useof
combination.
Callopsisrubida:Smith,Smith,andSawin,1976:216
• CONTENT. Two subspeciesarerecognized:Rhinoclemmys
rubidarubida,andR. r. perixantha.






A yellowspotmaybepresentin thecenterof eachvertebraland
pleural.The unhingedplastronis well developed,slightlyup-
turnedanteriorly,andnotchedposteriorly.Theplastronis yellow
with a browncentralblotch,anda brownbridge.The headis
moderate-sized,hasa projectingsnoutanda hookedupperjaw.
A highlyvariable,broadhorseshoe-shapedlightmarkliesonthe
crownand usuallyseverallight bars acrossthe snout.A light
stripepassesbetweentheorbitandthetympanumandanother
from the cornerof the mouthto the tympanum.The jaws and
chin areyellowwithsmalldark vermiculationsor stipples.The
feetare not or only slightlywebbed.The forelegsare covered
with largeyellowor reddishblackspottedscales.Otherskin is
olive-grayto yellow.Males haveconcaveplastronsand longer
tails with theventbeyondthecarapacialmargin;femaleshave
flatplastrons,shortertails,andtheventbeneaththecarapace.





• ILLUSTRATIONS.Color photographsor platesof adultsare
in Gray(1871)andPritchard(1967);otherillustrationsof adults
arefoundin WerlerandSmith(1952)andWermuthandMertens




• DISTRIBUTION.Rhinoclemmysrubida is restrictedto the
lowlandsof thewestcoastof Mexicoandhasa disjunctrange.
Two subspeciesoccurwithintherange.Rhinoclemmysr. rubida
rangesfromcentralOaxacato southernChiapas,andR. r. pe-






• PERTINENTLITERATURE. Importantreferencesare listed
bytopic.Taxonomy:McDowell(1964),Ernst(1978).Feedinghab-
its: HartwegandOliver (1940),Beltz(1958).Shell shape:Mosi-
mann(1955).Choanalstructure:Parsons(1960,1968).Pelvicgir-
dle and hind limbs: Zug (1971).Mental glands:Winokur and
Legler(1975).Parasites:Ernst andErnst (1977).Reproduction:
Ewert(1979).Longevity:Bowler(1977).
• ETYMOLOGY.The namerubida is derivedfromthe Latin
rubidusmeaningreddishandprobablyrefersto the lightmark-






















lectedby James A. Oliver on 13July, 1935(examinedby
author).
Rhinoclemmysrubidaperixantha:Smith and Taylor, 1966:12.
First useof combination.
Callopsisrubidaperixantha:SmithandSmith,1975:5.
• DEFINITION. The carapacehaslightbrownmarginalscutes
withoutdarkmottlingsandpleuralscutesdarkerbrownthanthe
vertebralsandmarginals.Thegularscutesareonlyslightlylonger
thanthe humerals.The marginalscutesare stronglyflaredlat-
erally.Thereis anovaltemporalspot.
COMMENT
In the originaldescriptionof the species,Cope (1869:149)
listedfourspecimens,"Nos. 264-5-6-7."asthetypeseries.Only




However,·thereis a seriesof six R. rubidaat theAcademyof
NaturalSciences,Philadelphia(285,337-341)collectedbySumi-
chrastat the type-localitywhich are marked"syntypes,"and
possiblythemissingspecimenin realitybelongedto thisseries.
Little is knownof theecologyandbehaviorof thisturtleand
fieldstudiesareneeded.
LITERATURECITED
Beltz, RonaldE. 1958. Eatinghabitsof somecaptiveTestu-
dines.Herpetologica13(4):272.
Bocourt,M. F. 1876. Notesurquelquesreptilesdel'isthmede
Tehuantepec(Mexique)donnespar M. Sumichrastau Mu-
seum.J. Zoo!.Paris5(516):386-411.
Boulenger,GeorgeAlbert. 1889. Catalogueof thechelonians,
rhynchocephalians,and crocodilesin the British Museum
(NaturalHistory).London.x +311p.
Bowler,J. Kevin. 1977. Longevityof reptilesandamphibians
in NorthAmericancollectionsasof 1November1975.Soc.
Stud. Amph. Rept. Misc. Pub!. Herpeto!.Circ. (6):iv+
32 p.
Cope,EdwardD. 1869. Seventhcontributiontotheherpetology
of tropicalAmerica.Proc. Amer. Philosoph.Soc. 11:147-
169.
Ernst,Carl H. 1978. A revisionofthe neotropicalturtlegenus
Callopsis(Testudines:Emydidae:Batagurinae).Herpetolog-
ica34(2):113-134.
-, andEvelynM. Ernst. 1977. Ectoparasitesassociatedwith
neotropicalturtlesof thegenusCallopsis(Testudines,Emy-
didae,Batagurinae).Biotropica9(2):139-142.
Ewert,MichaelA. 1979. Theembryoandits egg:development
andnaturalhistory,p. 333-413.In M. Harless,andH. Mor-
lock(eds.),Turtles.Perspectivesandresearch.Wiley-Inter-
science,NewYork.
Gadow,Hans. 1905. The distributionof Mexicanamphibians
andreptiles.Proc. Zoo!.Soc. London1905:191-245.
Gray, John Edward. 1870a. Supplemento the catalogueof
shieldreptilesin thecollectionof theBritishMuseum.Part
I. Testudinata(tortoises).London.120p.
1870b. Noteson tortoisesin theBritishMuseum,withde-






Guenther,AlbertC. L. G. 1885-1902.ReptiliaandBatrachia,
p. xx +326.In F. D. Godman,andO. Salvin,BiologiaCen-
trali-Americana.DalauandCo., London.
Hartweg,Norman,andJamesA. Oliver. 1940. A contribution
totheherpetologyof theIsthmusofTehuantepec.IV. Misc.
Pub!.Mus. Zoo!.Univ.Michigan(47):1-31.
Maldonado-Koerdell,Manual. 1953. Reptiles,p. 121-133.In
E. Beltran(ed.),Vidasilvestrey recursosnaturalesa10largo
de la CarreteraPanamericana.Inst. MexicanoRec. Natur.
Ren., iv +238p.
277.2
McDowell,SamuelB. 1964. Partitionof the genusClemmys
andrelatedproblemsin thetaxonomyof theaquaticTestu-
dinidae.Proc. Zoo!.Soc.London143(2):239-279.
Mosimann,JamesE. 1955. Methodsfor measuringcross-sec-
tionandvolumein turtles.Copeia1955(1):58-61.
-, andGeorgeB. Rabb. 1953. A newsubspeciesof theturtle
Geoemydarubida(Cope)fromwesternMexico.Occas.Pap.
Mus. Zoo!.Univ. Michigan(548):1-7.
Parsons,ThomasS. 1960. The structureof thechoanaeof the
Emydinae(Testudines,Testudinidae).Bull. Mus. Compo
Zoo!.123(4):113-127.
- 1968. Variationin thechoanalstructureof Recentturtles.
CanadianJ. Zoo!.46(6):1235-1263.
Pritchard,PeterC. H. 1967. Livingturtlesof theworld.T. F.
H. Pub!., Inc., JerseyCity, NewJersey.288p.
Siebenrock,Friedrich. 1906. Schildkrotenaus Siidmexiko.
Zoo!.Anz. 30(3-4):94-102.
- 1909. SynopsisderrezentenSchildkroten... Zoo!.Jahrb.,
Supp!.(10,part3):427-618.
Smith,HobartM., andRozellaB. Smith. 1975. An analysisof
the knowledgeof the turtle fauna of Mexico. Chelonia
2(3):3-8.
-, -, andH. Lewis Sawin. 1976. The genericnameof the
neotropicalsemiterrestrialemydineturtles.Trans. Kansas
Acad.Sci. (1974)77(4):211-217.
-, andEdwardH. Taylor. 1966. Herpetologyof Mexico.An-
notatedchecklistsandkeysto theamphibiansandreptiles.
(Reprint).Eric Lundberg,Ashton,Maryland.
Strauch,Alexander. 1890. Bemarkungeniiber die Schildkro-
tensammlung... Mem.Acad.Sci. St.-Petersbourg(ser.7)
38(2):1-127.
Sumichrast,F. 1882. Contribucionala historianaturaldeMex-
ico I. Notasa cercadeunacolecciondereptilesy batracios
dela parteoccidentaldelIstmodeTehuantepec.Naturaleza
5:268-293.
Werler,John E., andHobartM. Smith. 1952. Noteson a col-
lectionof reptilesandamphibiansfromMexico,1951-1952.
TexasJ. Sci. 4(4):551-573.
Wermuth,H., andR. Mertens. 1961. Schildkroten.Krokodile.
Briicheneschsen.G. Fischer,Jena. 422p.
Winokur,RobertM., and John M. Legler. 1975. Chelonian
mentalglands.J. Morpho!.147(3):275-292.
Zug, GeorgeR. 1971. Buoyancy,locomotion,morphologyof
the pelvicgirdleand hindlimb,and systematicsof crypto-
diranturtles.Misc. Pub!.Mus.Zoo!.Univ.Michigan(142):1-
98.
C. H. ERNST,GEORGEMASONUNIVERSITY,FAIRFAX,VIRGINIA
22030.
Primaryeditorfor thisaccount,GeorgeR. Zug.
Published27October1981andCopyright1981by the SOCIETY
FORTHE STUDYOFAMPHIBIANSANDREPTILES.
